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DISENGAGED STUDENTS — SUPPORT MODEL 
Statement by Minister for Education 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [2.10 pm]: On 27 May 2015, I 
announced an improved model of support for disengaged students and students with challenging behaviour in 
public schools. The improved model will provide students, parents and schools with better access to expert 
support across government and other agencies. It is important to emphasise that the vast majority of students are 
positively engaged at school and behave well. This new model will strengthen and expand services for the 
estimated one to two per cent of students who may require intensive engagement and behaviour support at some 
point in their schooling. 

The first new feature of the improved model will be the learning academy on the site of the former Midland 
primary school. The learning academy will be specifically designed to meet the learning needs of severely 
disengaged secondary students. The academy will provide a smaller and more informal learning environment for 
up to 20 students. Each student will have an individual program designed around his or her interests and 
aspirations. They will be supported by mentors, and build workplace and community connections related to 
goals. There will also be a strong emphasis on social and civic competencies, assisting students to build respect 
for others, self-regulation and personal discipline. The academy will operate as a trial in 2016, and if this new 
type of schooling provision works, it will be expanded to other locations in the future. 
The second component of the improved model will see the 12 current behaviour centres replaced with 13 new 
engagement centres. This will include centres in Albany, the Kimberley and the wheatbelt—three significant 
regions in our state that have not previously had behaviour centres. This means that every education region will 
now have direct access to expert services to improve student behaviour and engagement. The engagement 
centres will still have a strong focus on supporting schools to manage students with very challenging behaviour, 
but will expand the work of the current behaviour centres to include working with students with extremely low 
attendance and other barriers to successfully engage them with mainstream schooling. The new centres will form 
partnerships with other services and agencies for severely at-risk children and young people, and make it easier 
for families to access support. The current behaviour centres do not work in the same way across the state. 
The  new engagement centres will have similar referral processes and will all develop an individual pathway 
plan for each student that clearly sets out their goals and actions. For the first time, engagement centres will 
compile students’ learning and achievements in an electronic portfolio that can be easily transferred with them to 
their next educational program so that their learning is not interrupted. Another key difference between 
behaviour centres and the engagement centres will be the direct support they will provide to students who have 
been excluded from their school or who are transitioning back to school after a period in detention. 
In line with these two reforms, the Department of Education is creating one unified statewide service to support 
schools and teachers to improve student behaviour and engagement. This service will remove the inefficiencies 
and duplication that exist in the current model of provision and will make sure the government’s $20 million 
investment in this area gives schools the support they require when they need it. It is essential we give every 
student the opportunity to make the most of his or her education and do all we can to help our most at-risk young 
people turn their lives around. This new approach will help us to achieve that goal. 
 

 [1] 


	DISENGAGED STUDENTS — SUPPORT MODEL
	Statement by Minister for Education


